1. The Church Building is still shut at this point in Level 2. It is currently
going through significant repairs due to damage caused by a leaking pipe, so
please continue to stay away from this and do not enter. If you have a group
that normally meets in the church and you want to start up again, please
contact Paula. We are still doing Sunday Services online until further
notice.

2. The Office - The office is open from 9am-12noon Monday to Friday and
you can now ring on the office phone. Messages will be getting checked.
Visitors to the office will be required to ahere to Covid-19 safety regulations, ie
sanitsing, signing in/out, social distancing etc.

3. Prayer Chain – Urgent matters for confidential prayer support, can still be
referred to the Prayer Chain Group. Contact Joy McHardy or Val Judd.

4. CAP - I am busy contacting clients who are in the set up phase.
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Please pray God helps them with evidence collection, and myself with
discernment of how best to support them. Please pray for the
promotional work and that new clients sign up. Thanks, Nicola.
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For Emergencies or pastoral issues, please contact Paula.

Giving/Tithing - If you wish to tithe or make a donation to Mangapapa Church, our
account number is: Mangapapa Church, 03-0638-0381084-00. Please make sure you say
‘tithe’ or ‘donation’ in the reference.

Paula writes…
Today as I write it is Ascension Day (Thursday).
This is exactly 40 days after Jesus’ resurrection and
another key miracle in the life of Jesus, when He
was taken up in front of the disciples’ eyes to
heaven. Wow!
The Ascension is not something that has been
emphasised in many churches in recent years, but it
is a truth that is not only important, but essential to
the gospel. If we go back to the Apostles’ Creed, it
says:
“He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
on the third day He rose again
(And then) He ascended into heaven, He is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and He
will come again to judge the living and the
dead.”
The Ascension reminds us that Christianity is not
only an historical faith, but a faith of the present and
future. Jesus is, right now, in His new resurrected
body on the throne of the universe. He is not just
our suffering servant who came and died and rose
again, defeating death, but is also our actively ruling, actively conquering King. He
is The True King of the World and He hasn’t disappeared, He has returned to
heaven and is on His throne.
What does this mean? When you went to bed last night Jesus was at work
subduing His enemies. While you slept He was continuing to rule over the world.
He was still at it, when we woke up this morning and even now as we are here.
Open a newspaper and it is not full of how Jesus is reigning. Instead it is often full
of conflict and crime, of sadness and tragedy. Yet the story of the Ascension is the
story of the enthronement of Jesus as the King of the world. And although it may
be in small ways, His kingdom grows, as we live it out. As Christians all around
the world worship, love, show mercy and justice, and honour Him as King.
Without Jesus’ ascension, there would be no true access to God, and no Spirit to
come in power and live in us. The Ascension is a link in the chain of salvation,
essential like Jesus’ life, death and resurrection:
He had to be taken up to Heaven, to return to the Father.
We know that this means He is there: ruling and praying for us.
We know that because of this He sent His Spirit to be with us, to give us
comfort and strength and gifts and power. These are all amazing things!
We know He is there as head of the church.
We know He is there to prepare a place.

Jesus is now KING! He has ascended and is on His throne as King. Therefore:
We can know that whatever is going on in our lives, Jesus has power over it.
Jesus’ name is greater.
May you know this in real ways this week. And remember that although it may be
a few more weeks till we can meet together as a whole church family, keep on
loving and encouraging each other, keep on praying and keep on trusting in our
risen and ascended Jesus.

Blessings, Paula
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